COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

September 20, 2019

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAIl, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUI BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A M., WITH
CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR KELLY T. KING: Good morning, Maui. My name is Kelly King. I'm the
Chair of the Maui County Council. I'm calling to order at 9:00 in the morning the Maui
County Council regular meeting of September 20, 2019. And before | go to
introductions, | just want to let folks know that we also have a concurrent public hearing
that I'll be gaveling into after the ceremonial resolutions. So, we have two ceremonial
resolutions today that we'll be taking up first, as part of the regular Council meeting.

And with that, we will go into roll call. Madam Clerk.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS NATALIE A. KAMA, ALICE L. LEE,
MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN, SHANE M.
SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W.
RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER G. RIKI HOKAMA.

(Councilmember Hokama was not present when the roll call was called; however,
he arrived at 9:02 a.m.)

CHAIR KING: So, right now, | guess we'll, oh, here he comes; Mr. Hokama. | mark you as
present.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK MARGARET CLARK: So, Madam Chair, there are nine Members
present and zero Members "excused". A quorum is present to conduct the business
of the Council.
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CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you. And this morning for opening remarks, we go to our
Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. 1, | am sorry. | wasn't aware that |
was doing opening remarks this morning.

CHAIR KING: Oh. Okay.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Sorry.

CHAIR KING: If you like, we can put, we can skip this one and put you in the next rotation.
Ms. Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: | volunteer Tasha.

CHAIR KING: You volunteer Tasha?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Volun-told.

CHAIR KING: Would our Pro Tem like to make opening remarks today?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yes, | would. Thank you.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Tasha Kama.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Kama, our Pro Tempore. And | apologize to our Vice-Chair
that you weren't notified of, of the rotation. But we'll, we'll substitute you for our Pro
Tem next time. And thank you for your words. We, you're right, we do need to be fed
occasionally, but we work hard.

Alright, so all those who is so inclined, please stand and join me for the Pledge of
Allegiance.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. Before we proceed with today's agenda, may | please
request that everyone silence their cellphones or other noisemaking devices? And |
also want to request that we maintain decorum in the chambers at all times. It's very
important to get, getting through this long, this really tough agenda we have today. So,
| appreciate that, if everyone can give us their cooperation.

And, Ms. Clark.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with ceremonial resolutions. We have
two individuals signed up to testify in the chamber on ceremonial resolutions. The first

person signed up to testify is Dr. Virginia Cantorna. To be followed by Rowena
Dagdag-Andaya.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY |

DR. VIRGINIA CANTORNA:

Good morning.
CHAIR KING: Good morning.

DR. CANTORNA: | want to warn you that | might be stoic, or | might weep as | give my
testimony. | am Dr. Virgie Cantorna, a licensed clinical psychologist now in private
practice after working for Family Court, Drug Court, Aloha House, and the Department
of Education. | am also a former Director of Nursing at Maui Memorial Medical Center.

Someone recently sent me an email "Happy Suicide Awareness Week". Happy suicide
awareness week; there is nothing happy about suicide.

Let me tell you about some of my experiences with suicide both inside and outside of
my psychotherapy practice. Suicide does not discriminate by age. My youngest
suicidal patient was five years old. Suicide is not limited to the poor mentally-ill druggie.
It affects professionals, dentists, physicians, attorneys. It affects good loving families.
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It can be committed in private, such as in a closet or a car, or in public like at Target,
Kahului School. Suicides have occurred even with close attention, like the time a
patient flung himself out of a Maui Memorial Hospital window under the watch of a
bedside safety sitter. Suicide can be completed dramatically as with a gunshot wound
or so suddenly that no one would guess, such as discontinuing of vital medication, or
staging a car accident, or accidental drowning. | know of a teen girl who strangled
herself with her purse-strings, purse straps, broadcasting it on social media; and
another who used fingernail clippers to sever her veins.

| have treated not just one, but many housewives, suicidal because they lost their
house and children to husbands who could afford experienced divorce attorneys. And
with the signing of the divorce decree, they were homeless and lost their children; their
very reason for living. And because they could not stop crying, a normal human
response to grave losses, they were deemed mentally-ill and unfit.

There are those who die for reasons society might think are trivial; the loss of a beloved
pet or a very brief intimate relationship. And others who kill themselves, and other who
kill themselves, because life was unrelenting in serving them challenge after challenge
after challenge.

| have had patients who just couldn't catch a break. Would you want to live after an
ocean accident, plus a cancer diagnosis, plus surgery, plus losing a job, plus losing
medical insurance, losing house, car breaks down, emotional support dog becomes
sick, father dies, all in the span of less than a year.

Today | want to put a face to the statistic that there is a suicide every other day in
Hawaii. This is my beloved 29-year old nephew, Casey Chargualaf, who took his own
life on the grounds of Maui Memorial Medical Center last week on September 9, 2019.
We believe that he was seeking admission and treatment at the hospital. He tried three
times to enter within 12 hours. When an uncommunicative medical patient appears at
the emergency department, he or she is rushed to be admitted, urgently assessed, and
treated. But when an inarticulate suicidal patient in emotional crisis appears at many
emergency departments, he or she is made to sit in the waiting room unaccompanied.

I'm here testifying because for every one completed suicide, there are 25 suicide
attempts in Hawaii. Since Casey's death, | have learned that there have been two
additional suicides in Maui in 10 days. And my family is heartbroken and devastated.
And we are Casey's voice.
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What is Suicide Awareness? | see posters everywhere, "Suicide Awareness Week".
And what are we supposed to be aware of? My list includes the following: Number
one, know that suicidal individuals rarely say directly and specifically, "I am going to
kill myself'. You must look for changes in behavior.

Number two, ask by using the words, "Are you thinking of killing yourself'? There's a
myth that confronting suicide might compel the depressed person to in fact Kkill
themselves, but the opposite is true.

Never leave a suicidal person alone. Accompany them to the hospital and stay with
them to answer questions and ensure their safety. Fix the cracks in our healthcare
systems, especially our hospital. Whom can we trust if hospitals, agencies, and
professionals fail our loved ones?

Because of Casey's death, | am committed to improving suicide response, not just
suicide awareness; suicide response. If you find someone who has tried to commit
suicide, take them down, take their pulse, and perform CPR.

Treat mentally-ill drug addicts and suicidal patients with urgency, respect, and
compassion. Please do not call them the dregs of society, the frequent flyers, the
weak, the stupid, the selfish, the sinners, good for nothing.

In my nephew, he was courageous, kind, sweet, fun-loving, protective. He tried again
and again to fight his merciless demons. He fought for his life and he wanted to live.
Number six, fight the stigma of suicide; talk about it and support survivors of suicide
loss. Rowena is my first cousin, so it affects the both of us. Thank you very much with
this resolution. For--

CHAIR KING: Thank you.

DR. CANTORNA: That helps to bring suicide out of the darkness. We have to talk about it.
We have to put names and faces to suicide.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Dr. Cantorna. Can | ask the, the Council if they have any
questions?

DR. CANTORNA: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Councilmembers, any other questions? Okay, thank you so much for being
here. And Rowena, do you have, are you speaking as well? Okay.
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MS. ROWENA DAGDAG-ANDAYA:

Aloha, Chair and Councilmembers. My name is Rowena Dagdag-Andaya. And
although I'm the Director of Public Works, I'm speaking here on my own time and also
in a personal capacity in support of my cousin Virgie, and to share the story of my
nephew Casey.

Casey was my cousin Evelyn Dagdag Chargualaf's youngest son and he was loved by
our family so much. | know he tried really hard to beat addiction and his illness, mental
illness, and our family did everything possible to support him. When my cousin Virgie
called me that night that he passed away, she explained that he tried to check himself
into detox at the hospital just hours before taking his own life. It's heartbreaking
knowing that someone in your family, his death could have been prevented.

And you know, we have ceremonial resolutions and, and awareness months all the
time, but when stuff like this happens and it hits home, | mean, | really want to urge the
Council to, to take action. And a couple months ago, | came before one of the Council
Committees to talk about the built environment and the social determinants of health.
| think we really need to look at that chart one more time and understand how the laws
that we pass, the policies that we enact affect community health. We're facing a crisis
here. Casey's death was followed by two other suicides of individuals that both my
husband and | knew. And it's alarming to see what the statistics are in Hawaii of
suicide, suicide deaths.

| hope that we can work together. As Public Works Director, I'm willing to step in and,
and be committed towards suicide prevention. It affects not only our families, but our,
our employees as well. So, in my capacity as Director, and | urge my colleagues too,
to know what the signs are, to not be afraid to ask for help and to encourage those who
do need help in our departments to seek help where it's needed. So, thank you for
allowing us to share our story, and to also be able to talk about this very important
issue. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Dagdag-Andaya. And thank you, Dr. Cantorna for your, your
ongoing advocacy. Any questions? Okay.

Ms. Clark.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, there is no one else signed up to testify on
ceremonial resolutions.

CHAIR KING: Okay. So any objections to closing testimony on ceremonial resolutions?
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MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Testimony is closed for ceremonial resolutions. And then we go to
Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura for our first resolution.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So you're going to go to the first resolution? Could | ask
the Clerk to read the resolution in its entirety?

CHAIR KING: Okay. Madam Clerk.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION
NO.__19-156

RECOGNIZING THE MONTH OF
SEPTEMBER AS SUICIDE PREVENTION
AWARENESS MONTH IN MAUI COUNTY
(The resolution was read in its entirety.)
CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Clark.

Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. And thank you, Ms. Clark, for reading
the resolution.

| WOULD LIKE TO MOVE TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION,
CHAIR.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE:
SECOND.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Moved by Councilmember Sugimura, seconded by Councilmember
Alice Lee.

Ms. Sugimura.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. | think what Dr. Cantorna and Rowena
Dagdag-Andaya said speaks volumes. And | need not add to it in more, but | think that
what was said, which was a life experience captured my heart. | had tears in my eyes
when | saw Virgie before the meeting, and she explained to me why she was here. |
like what she said, that we need to do suicide response month. Awareness is part of
it, and | will take that into consideration, Virgie, for future.

| also want to share with you, and | want to thank my staff. They wrote for me this great
speech just to, to talk about this. But as you may or may not know, | have an experience
in my family where my father took his life when | was 17 years old. It was very, very
painful. It was very hard for me. | was the youngest of four children in the family and
trying to grow up in a life figuring it out why. Why did he do it? And there was nothing
at that time where people could talk to you and try to explain that it was, it was like a
hidden secret occurrence in the community.

So, it was not something that we could have a public discussion like this today. So,
I'm more so stand by the words spoken by you, Virgie and Rowena. It's still something
hard for me, even if it's 50 years ago my dad took his life. But it's something that pained
our family for many years. It molds my discussion. It molds my decisions. It helps
shape my integrity as a person in the community. So, it's something very important.
So, at this time, I'd like to ask my fellow Councilmembers to support this resolution.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Sugimura. Any other comments?

| think it's a very sad topic and the awareness is good because we do need to talk
about it in public. And, you know, since | know it's really hard to, for folks to chime in,
| would actually like to ask if we could just, on behalf of yourself, Ms. Sugimura, and all
of the rest of us, myself who have been touched by suicide on Maui, let's have a
moment of silence—

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you.
CHAIR KING: --before we vote.

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, AND OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE,
OBSERVED A MOMENT OF SILENCE.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. And that's on behalf of all those who lost somebody and all those
who have been lost, and all the missed opportunities that we've been hearing about
just recently. Any, if there are no other comments, then we'll call for the question. All
those in favor of the motion say "aye".
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AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS HOKAMA, KAMA, LEE,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR KING.

CHAIR KING: Any opposed?
NOES: NONE.
CHAIR KING: Motion carries nine to zero; unanimously.
Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. And thank you, Members. | would like
to know if | could ask Virgie and Rowena to come forward to receive the resolution.
And that, while they're coming down, | just want to say that Danielle Bergman, who's
Executive Director of this organization that requested the resolution, | believe she had
surgery scheduled this week. And we asked her to change from the beginning, the
first Council meeting in September to this week. So, she's not able to, although she
tried to be here.

CHAIR KING: Okay.
COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So, thank you very much, Virgie and Rowena.

CHAIR KING: And then Councilmembers, if you'd like to just come on the floor and recognize
our recipients.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you very much for your heartfelt speech and really
making this a very meaningful ceremonial resolution for today. And | wanted the
Councilmembers to be here. And if we have staff, can you take a picture so that we
can have this in unity that we support them and their family and all families who've
experienced this tragedy?

Thank you. Would you like to say just a few words, or have you?

DR. CANTORNA: A staff, one of the staff members approached me this morning and said
that her husband had completed a suicide. We say completed now instead of
committed. And to hear Yuki's personal story, really touches me. Those of you who
have been affected by suicide know that if you know somebody else who was similarly
affected, it can be very bonding and very healing. So, | want to encourage you to talk
about your loved ones, those of you who are survivors of suicide loss.
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And | want to thank the Maui County Council for again taking the subject out of the
darkness and into the light. It's so important. We can't lose anybody else. And you
know, a suicide every other day is just way too much. But that's not just the only
statistic. | was shocked to learn that for every one completed suicide, there are
25 others who have made attempts. So, thank you and aloha.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Madam Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: For the record, RESOLUTION 19-156.

RESOLUTION
NO.___19-157

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF MAUI
COUNTY RESIDENTS TO HIGHLIGHT CLIMATE
CHANGE, ESPECIALLY THROUGH
PARTICIPATION IN THE GLOBAL CLIMATE
STRIKE ON SEPTEMBER 20, 2019
CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you.
Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Madam Chair. May | request that the Clerk read
the resolution in its entirety please?

CHAIR KING: Madam Clerk.
(The resolution was read in its entirety.)
CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Clerk.
Mr. Sinenci.
COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Chair.

| MOVE TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED CEREMONIAL
RESOLUTION.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ:
SECOND.

CHAIR KING: Okay, moved by Councilmember Sinenci, seconded by Councilmember Keani
Rawlins-Fernandez.

Mr. Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you. | wanted to recognize, we have some students
today that have joined us, who are our planet's greatest advocates. These kids
understand the new reality of climate change that policymakers are still struggling to
accept. They recognize the fact that we need immediate action, and they are telling
us adults it's time to do something.

No one understands the threats we are facing better than those who have to live with
these damaging effects. Their generation will bear the brunt of climate change. It's
our responsibility as adults and even more so as policymakers to protect the world that
we give to our children and be good stewards and good kupuna.

More than one million students across the world in over 150 countries have already
participated in a climate strike. We have many students here in Maui today
participating. So, Chair, | would now like to ask the following student leaders to come
up and receive a lei for their work that they've done in advocating.

CHAIR KING: We need to vote on the resolution first, Mr. Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Oh, go ahead.

CHAIR KING: That's good, we're enthusiastic. And so, any other comments on this issue?
Councilmember Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yea, thank you very much, Madam Chair. | would like to speak
in support of the resolution. And thank my colleague from Hana, Mr. Sinenci for
bringing this to our attention and, and to the County. Because what we do as the
kupuna decision-makers today affects their future. And of course, they will become

our future leaders.

And it's quite timely with this resolution because we have another item that relates to
our environment in a very important matter. So, | want to thank all of our young leaders
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out there and all of the teachers and parents who are behind all of this. Because, you
know, the health of our environment is, it's certainly being brought to the attention of
the world. And the global climate change and health of our reefs and oceans is
certainly very serious. And there is a spiritual, spiritual connection for us here in
Hawaii, especially to our oceans. And so, thank you again Councilmember Sinenci
and to all involved with the climate change movement. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. Any other comments?
Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. | also speak in strong support of this
resolution. And my mahalos to Member Sinenci for bringing it forward. And you know,
just a quick reminder to all of us that, you know, we do not inherit the earth from our
ancestors; we borrow it from our children. And, | mean, it's the reason that I'm here.
Nona hanauna. And he ali‘i ka ‘aina, he kauwa ke kanaka. We are but stewards of
the chief, the ali'i who is the aina. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Any other comments? | want to add my thanks to Member Sinenci,
because | think most of us were at the planning conference last week when you were
working on this. And so, you were able to get it in, in the deadline for today which
coincides with the climate strike. So, thank you for working on this.

| also wanted to mention that when we had the, the presentation in the
EACP Committee earlier this week with Josh Stanbro about the possibility of creating
an office like the one on Oahu for sustainability and climate change resiliency. He
suggested, the suggestion was made at the time that we don't call it climate change,
that we call it climate action.

And | think, like the previous subject that we just heard, the previous resolution, that
we need action now. It's nice to recognize these events and, and have a suicide
prevention month and have a recognition of the strike, but we do need action. And it's
incumbent upon this body to take those kinds of actions. So, I'm happy that the
students are here today in prioritizing this, even if you have to miss school. But | mean,
that, that makes, and I'm sure all of you would rather be in school than be here in the
chambers. But I'm, I'm happy that you're here and I'm happy that you're rising up, you
know, before, hopefully before our sea level does.

If there are no other comments, Mr. Sinenci, any other comments from you? Okay.
No, if there are no other comments, all those in favor of the resolution on the floor say
llayell.
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AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS HOKAMA, KAMA, LEE,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR KING.

CHAIR KING: Any opposed?
NOES: NONE.
CHAIR KING: Measure passes nine to zero; unanimously.
Mr. Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Chair. And thank you, Members. So, from the,
I'd like to call up some of these student leaders today. From the organization Fridays
for Future Student Climate Strikers, we have with us today: Sage Campbell; Siena
Schwartz; and Georgia Eyerman. From the Hawaii Youth Climate Strike
representatives: Punahele DeCosta; Kyrie Sisouvong. From the UHMC Student
Ohana for Sustainability, we have Sanoma Boynton. And the Maui Huliau student
representatives are Amia Datts-Voluntad and Camry Gach.

CHAIR KING: Okay. So, we'll, is, do you want someone to say a few words first or? Okay.
Is there somebody who's going to speak for the group?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Yes. So, each one of these bright students exemplifies
leadership, commitment, and a special commitment to our future. I'm so glad to have
them here today. | want to let them know we greatly appreciate them and are inspired
by their efforts. So, if you wanted to say, share some thoughts, you may do so right
now.

MS. SIENA SCHWARTZ: Hi. I'm Siena Schwartz.

MS. SAGE CAMPBELL.: I'm Sage Campbell.

MS. GEORGIA EYERMAN: And I'm Georgia Eyerman.

MS. SCHWARTZ: We're in the eighth grade and we go to Kihei Charter School.

MS. CAMPBELL: We would like to first start by saying thank you for recognizing us and what
we're doing. _



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
September 20, 2019
Page 14

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.
MS.

MS.
MS.

EYERMAN: We would also like to thank you for supporting us in our pursuit of climate,
of climate action.

SCHWARTZ: We would like to talk about why we strike for climate action. Of course,
there are a myriad of reasons why we could strike, but for me, | strike because my
future depends on it; because | don't want to be a part of the reason our humanity is
doomed.

EYERMAN: | strike to raise awareness about climate change, what it's doing and the
things we can do to help it. Also, the fact that i've been thinking about my future since
| was a little girl and the thought of not being able to live out that future is terrifying.
And | thought that, and it's just awful and something that | really want to prevent.

CAMPBELL: | also strike for numerous reasons as well. But the two main reasons are
so that people are more informed about the climate crisis and because | want to be
able to fight for my future. | want to live in a world where | can have the choice to have
a future but at all, because when the adults are acting like children, the children must
act like adults.

SCHWARTZ: Since we've started taking action, we've done a great deal of things; some
of which include striking school on multiple occasions and meeting with Mayor
Victorino, spreading awareness throughout our school and community, and
contributing hours of volunteer work with Coral Reef Alliance and other associations.

EYERMAN: And we hope to accomplish a multitude of things in the future.

CAMPBELL: For example, we hope to pursue, persuade elected officials to declare a
climate emergency. We also hope to bring more awareness to the climate crisis and
the effects that it has on both our environment and our society. Another thing that we'd
like to accomplish is decreasing our carbon footprint on a massive level.

SCHWARTZ: Once again, we'd like to thank you for recognizing us today.

EYERMAN: And we hope to achieve even more and greater things in the future.

MS. CAMPBELL: Since the reason we are all here today is so that we can fight for our futures.

MS.
MS.

SCHWARTZ: Because our time is running out and we need to act now.

EYERMAN: Because the climate crisis is one of the most important issues worldwide.
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MS. CAMPBELL: We plan to come on Friday as much as we can, because this is a major
topic concerning everyone on Maui and worldwide.

MS. SCHWARTZ: We need to fight for our future if no one else will. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Sinenci, is there anybody else, is there anybody who wants to speak to
the actual event today?

MS. KYRIE SISOUVONG: Hi. My name is Kyrie Sisouvong.
MS. PUNAHELE DECOSTA: Hi. My name is Punahele DeCosta.

MS. SISOUVONG: And we represent Hawaii Youth Climate Strike. As a member of the youth
right now, we do need to take action because as these girls have said, this is our future.
We need to take action now, not when, sorry kind of nervous.

CHAIR KING: It's okay. You're doing great.

MS. SISOUVONG: Not when we can't take action. This is a current issue, but people are
treating it as not a current issue.

MS. DECOSTA: Also, when we're talking about this climate discussion, | think it's really
important for us to also listen to native scientists. Because, especially being here in
Hawaii, we really need to listen to kanaka maoli. And there's many scientists that are
native, especially because kanaka have taken care of the land forever and it's based
on aloha aina and not expectations. So, | think it's really important to make sure that
we're listening to indigenous voices while we're talking about the climate.

MS. SISOUVONG: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you.

MS. AMIA DATTS-VOLUNTAD: Hi. My name is Amia Voluntad, or Amia Datts-Voluntad.

MS. CAMRY GACH: Hi. I'm Camry Gach. And we're from Maui Huliau Foundation.

MS. DATTS-VOLUNTAD: The reason why I'm striking is because | feel like, | feel that we've
been given this world and that we are a part of nature, and we're a part of creation.
So, what happens if our world, if our world falls, what will happen to us? And | just

don't want to see, | don't want to be the reason our world falls. So, | want to make a
change so that we can live the way we're intended to live.
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MS. GACH: I just believe that the world and the earth has given so much to us, and we've
taken so much from it. And we've prospered and we have had success, and we have
been able to accomplish great things as humans, but now is the time to give back. And
| want to give back because | believe that we should all respect the plants, and the
animals, and other species that inhabit this earth just as much as they would respect
us.

And | also believe that we, we need to give back to the earth, because we need to be
able to have the regenerable resources that will allow us to continue living as a human
race. Because if we take and take and take, there will be nothing left for us. So, I'm
really excited and proud of the fellow students here before us today that are taking
action and bringing awareness.

And | would just say for everyone to just remain educated on this topic and know who
and policy, which leaders support environmental advocism [sic], advocism [sic]. And
yes, just like, who supports that and what action is going to be taken and to educate
yourselves, vote, and continue to support organizations that want to accomplish great
things. So, thank you so much.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you.

MS. SANOMA BOYNTON: Aloha, everyone. I'm Sanoma Boynton with the University of
Hawaii Maui College and the president of the Student Ohana for Sustainability Club.
I'm here striking today because | want to preserve our resources for future generations.
If it's alright, may | speak on the behalf of our leader Vince today? Later today, at the
UHMC campus on the great lawn, we will be holding another climate strike. We will
be having speakers speaking such as these fine ladies on why it is important to
continue for future generations. And we will also be going out onto the streets to let
the public know how important it is to preserve our future and our planet. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. Okay.
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Will you let us know what time?
MS. BOYNTON: It'll begin at 4 p.m. and we'll continue on till about 6:30 p.m.

CHAIR KING: Okay. So, Councilmembers, if you would like to come and recognize these
young ladies on the floor, we, this would be a good time to do that now.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: And take a, and take a photo. Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR KING: And take a photo.
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PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON

THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF HAWAII, CONVENED A PUBLIC
HEARING ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019 AT 9:46 AM., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,
KALANA O MAUI BUILDING, WAILUKU, HAWAII, WITH CHAIR KELLY T. KING
PRESIDING.

CHAIR KING: Okay, Members, at this time | will be convening the public hearing, which was
posted for 9 a.m. today in the Council chambers, so we're a little late on this. But the
public hearing is to be held concurrently with this Council meeting.

The Office of Information Practices was previously consulted on this and their Sunshine
Law compliant procedures will be followed in our meetings today. So, we're gaveling
in for the public hearing; September 20, 2019.

Public hearing will now come to order. Ms. Deputy Clerk, please proceed.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, for the record, relative to the climate change
resolution, RESOLUTION 19-157.

Proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. We have established
limited interactive communication that enables individuals from Hana, Lanai, and
Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from the District Offices should now sign up
with staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber, please sign up at
the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber door. Testimony at
all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agendas.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.
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Madam Chair, we currently we have 27 individuals who have signed up to testify in the
Council chamber. The first person to testify is Juan Rivera, testifying on Committee
Report 19-112. To be followed by Cassie Martin.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. JUAN RIVERA (testifying on Committee Report 19-112):

Good morning. My name is Juan Rivera. | am the capital improvement manager for
the County of Maui Wastewater Reclamation Division and I'm here testifying on
CR 19-112, Hawaii Wildlife v. County of Maui.

Once again, | urge you, Councilmembers, to vote "no" on settling this case. As a
professional engineer, as a, and as your employee, it would be responsible [sic] of me
to tell you otherwise. Since my last appearance here, | have talked to many of my
colleagues and have since become even more convinced that settling is a bad idea,
and I'm alarmed by the unintended consequences. My colleagues have been here,
they have submitted testimony, and met with you in private. | urge you to listen to
them.

The reasons are many and complex; the uncertainty of the law, higher sewer rates,
large expenses on pie-in-the-sky projects with marginal environmental benefits, the
possibility of NPDES requirements for private cesspool and septic systems, the failure
of taking into account the environmental cost of alternative disposal methods and
expanding to 100 percent reuse. You know this. It has been explained to you.

| urge you to listen to the engineers. They are the ones who will be responsible to
figure this out, not the plaintiffs. Listen to the rate-payers. They are the one who will
carry the financial burden of this decision; not the plaintiffs. The plaintiffs will collect
their fees and gleefully leave us here behind to deal with the costly aftermath. Their
promises to work with us are hollow. They are not engineers. They are not a financial
charity. They are useless in creating a solution to this. They will catch their unicorn
and leave the island. You and | will be here to deal with the rest.

| care about this island. It is my home too. | care about the working-class people
whose sewer rates are going to double or triple. | care about the people on fixed-
income who will not be able to afford a home, who will be displaced by wealthy
outsiders who have no problem paying higher sewer rates.

| care about spending your money where it can do the most good, like repairing broken
sewerlines and connecting unsewered coastal communities to our system. This will
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remove more pollutants at a lower cost than trying to squeeze out the last milligram of
nitrogen from the effluent. This is your money, but | get to spend it. It is my duty to
you and to the rate-payers to make sure we get the most bang for the buck for it.

| care about the environment. | worry about tons of CO2 going into the atmosphere
just to pump reuse water uphill. | care about having a holistic approach to the climate
crisis, not just latching on to the simplistic solutions that may be worse than the
problem. Real world solutions do not fit on a . . . sign. We owe this to the keiki that
were here a minute ago.

Also, | do not care if the plaintiffs lump us with the Trump Administration. That's
laughable and insulting for--

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Rivera. Your time is up.
MR. RIVERA: | do not fear Trump's tweets. 1 do not care what he will say--
CHAIR KING: Mr. Rivera, your time is up.

MR. RIVERA: He lies about everything. And please come visit the plant. 'l show you the
plant.

CHAIR KING: We have three minutes. And when the red light goes off, your time is up.
MR. RIVERA: Yes, ma'am.
CHAIR KING: Thank you very much.
Ms. Clark, next testifier.
MR. RIVERA: No questions? Alright.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify in the chamber is Cassie
Martin. To be followed by Peter Davis.

MS. CASSIE MARTIN (testifying on Committee Report 19-112):

Hello. Aloha. I'm Cassie Martin. I'm the technical support engineer for the County of
Maui. | am an environmentalist. | always have been, and this is the reason I'm in this
field.
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As wastewater professionals, we devote our careers and our lives to taking waste that
no one wants to think about, and we work day in and day out to turn this back into
clean and clear water; protecting public health and our environment. We have
operators, mechanics, electricians, technicians, chemists, and engineers working;
many on-call 24/7 to protect our oceans from sewage spills and treat your waste to a
very high quality.

We are environmentalists and we ask you, as our Council, to fund projects that are
needed to continue to protect our citizens, our oceans, and the environment. But to
truly protect the environment, we need to look holistically at the impacts of all other
discharges, including stormwater runoff and fertilizers, septic systems and cesspools;
all of which contribute to the nutrients that reach our ocean.

Atter truly looking at these impacts, if then it's shown that the quality of the water that,
in our injection wells are impacting the environment, we or you as County Council have
the power to fund projects and systems that meet the quality that we feel is needed to
protect it. We don't need it to be written into a permit to make that change. Why do
we make, why are we asking the Federal and State agencies to dictate in a permit
what, what we should be doing? They don't even want to, because it's not the right
mechanism for this.

And to fund 100 percent reuse plus an outfall, which is what's going to be needed if it
rains, 100 percent reuse, we still need to have an alternative to reuse. We still keep
getting this flow every day and we need something to do with it. This is going to; an
outfall would be the alternative to injection wells. But where is that money coming
from? Increasing sewer rates and everyone from everyone paylng in Maui County by
three times or more? I'm not sure who can afford this.

And then what happens to the projects that still need funding, like replacing aging
infrastructure to prevent raw and untreated sewage from spilling into the ocean and
into our communities. If funding is directed away from these projects it's only a matter
of time before we will have failures.

| think you owe it to the community to allow this case to move forward and prevent
mandates that will hurt our customers and possibly even our environment. As
environmentalists, we can work together to determine where funding should best go to
protect our environment without an NPDES permit and without the Federal and State
agencies telling us how to do it. | have confidence in this. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Martin, for your testimony. We have one question for you. Is
it a clarifying question?






